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Girls do better at school
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Around the world, girls do better than boys
at school. These are the findings of a recent
study that looked at the test results of 1.5
million |5-year-olds in 74 regions across the
globe.

The level of gender equality in those
regions made no difference to the results. B
Other factors, such as the income level of =
the region also had little impact on the

findings. In only three regions — Colombia, Costa Rica and the Indian state Himachal Pradesh -
was the trend reversed with boys doing better.

Girls get higher grades in UK exams

So what are the causes of girls' stronger performance? In the UK, girls outperform boys in
exams that are taken at the age of |15 or 16, called GCSEs. According to education expert lan
Toone, this is down to the way girls and boys are brought up. "Boys are encouraged to be
more active from an early age, whereas the restless movements of baby girls are pacified...
Hence, girls develop the skill of sitting still for longer periods of time, which is useful for
academic pursuits like studying for GCSEs."

He goes on to say that boys often cluster together in larger groups than girls. Because of this
they are more likely to be influenced by peer pressure and develop a gang mentality. He
says that GCSEs require a lot of solo work and are not viewed as 'cool' in a laddish culture.

This is backed up by research in the UK that says girls are out-performing boys at the age of
five. So what is the answer? Should girls and boys be educated separately? Or do exams and
school curricula need to be changed to better reflect boys' skills? These are the questions
facing educators in many countries.
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How many young people were included in the study?

What are two things that made little or no difference to the results?
According to lan Toone, what skill do young girls develop that boys do not?
What does he say can influence boys?

What could be changed to include the skills boys have?
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I. Don't join the university football team unless you like drinking beer and other
behaviour.

peer pressure cool laddish academic
2. She's been learning to fly, and today she had her first flight.
cool pacified laddish solo

3. The school is adding more science classes to its

gang mentality gender equality factor curriculum
4. According to this report, the of a country doesn't affect how happy the people
are.
| income level academic pursuit influence gang mentality
5. My paintings the world as | see it.
reverse the trend of cluster reflect pacify
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Answers and Glossary &R 51HC
Quiz /MU
I. How many young people were included in the study? 1.5 million.
2. What are two things that made little or no difference to the results? Gender equality
and income level.
3. According to lan Toone, what skill do young girls develop that boys do not? Sitting
still for longer periods of time.

4. What does he say can influence boys? Peer pressure.
5. What could be changed to include the skills boys have? Exams and school curricula.

Exercise 2

I. Don't join the university football team unless you like drinking beer and other laddish
behaviour.

2. She's been learning to fly, and today she had her first solo flight.
3. The school is adding more science classes to its curriculum.

4. According to this report, the income level of a country doesn't affect how happy the
people are.

5. My paintings reflect the world as | see it.
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Glossary #HICHE

gender equality BLFE
factor Sy

income level BN IKF

to reverse a trend W — sy
to pacify 8. FE
academic pursuit FEARER

to cluster (N B

to influence -2l

peer pressure EINE
gang mentality FHIRLA

solo BB, MhE
cool i3

laddish R, BT
school curricula FRORTE

to reflect RBR

Take Away English
bbclearningenglish.com

©British Broadcasting Corporation 2015
Page 4 of 4



