《英语》（新标准）初一下册教材分析与教学建议

佟裕功

Part 1 General analysis
I. Teaching / learning content

I) Theme-based

  1. Module Topics (input)

1) People and places          2) Spring Festival             3) Plans 

4) Life in the future           5) My hometown and country
  6)The Olympic adventure

7) Planes, boats, and trains     8) My past life                9) Story time              

10) Life history             11) National heroes            12) A holiday journey

2. Module Tasks (output)

    1) Writing a postcard

2) Writing a letter about the Spring Festival

    3) Saying what you’re going to do at the weekend

    4) Designing your dream school

    5) Making a poster comparing two cities or rivers in China

    6) Making a sports poster

    7) Interpreting data

8) Writing about your partner’s past life

    9) Telling a story

10) Writing about people in the past

    11) Giving a talk about a hero

12) Writing an email to a friend

II) Multi-syllabus

  1. Vocabulary

    Book 2


428

    Repeated 

21

autumn
car

cook

daughter

drive
holiday
nice

no

past

plan

point
ride

see

short
son

spring

star

start

weather
with

work

    Additional

29      after 
anyone
anything
basket

Britain
carry
child (children)

earth
fly
hear

into

jump
maybe
minute
month

nothing
perhaps
piece
radio

same
sure

telephone

the Forbidden City
the North Pole
the Pacific Ocean
which
who

woman (women)

yesterday

    Needed


3

man (men)
second

supper

    Total


439

    Starter


189

    Book 1


285

2. Grammar

    1) Present continuous

    2) Present continuous (questions and short answers); present simple

    3) Be going to (wh-questions and answers)

    4) Future simple (affirmative, negative and interrogative); positions of adjectives

    5) Comparative adjectives (-er)

    6) Comparative adjectives (more…); adverbs

    7) Superlatives; by + means of transport

    8) Past simple be (affirmative, negative and interrogative)

    9) Past simple regular verbs (affirmative and negative)

    10) Past simple regular verbs (negative and interrogative)

    11) Past simple wh-questions

    12) Past simple irregular verbs (affirmative, negative and interrogative)

  3. Pronunciation

    1) Phonetics: home, can, standing, learn, work, yes, table, clothes, play

    2) Pronunciation of -ing and -ed

    3) Stress in a word

    4) Knowledge of syllables

    5) Stress in a sentence

    6) Tones: indicative, general questions, special questions

  4. Strategy (Learning to learn)

    1) How to learn new words

    2) How to pronounce multi-syllable words

    3) How to master word conversion

    4) How to learn phrases and collocations

    5) How to stress a word in context

    6) How to deal with new words in a reading passage

    7) How to memorize the past form of irregular verbs

    8) How to recognize American English and British English

    9) How to begin an old tale

    10) How to write newspaper articles

  5. Culture (Around the world)

1) The time zones      2) Christmas and Father Christmas   3) Sailing around the world

4) Robots at home              5) Washington DC and New York     6) Olympic sports

7) The Trans-Siberian Railway    8) Nelson Mandela                 9) Fairy tales

10) Life in 1950s              11) Mother Teresa                  12) A visit to Greece

II. Teaching / learning methods

1. Five-step method (as the basic scaffolding)

    1) Proper arrangement of all activities

    2) Emphasis of one or two activities as the drilling stage

    3) Reform of a unit to achieve the best effect

  2. Traditional methods (when necessary)

    1) Direct method for listening and reading training

    2) Functional approach for speaking training

    3) Translation method to solve comprehension problems

    4) Cognizant approach to command grammar rules

  3. Task-based learning / teaching method (to fulfill practical communication)

1) concept:

real-world tasks

pedagogical tasks: rehearsal tasks; activation tasks; exploration tasks

2) process:

pre-task:     the input of the target language
the confirmation of objectives
the mastery of necessary patterns
the preparation of related materials

during-task:  the realization of information gaps
the scaffolding of the interchange course
the communication to achieve the objectives
the evaluation of the performances

post-task:    the summary of what has been learned
the consolidation of the target language
the perfection of the performances
a new task given as revision and development
III. Preparation for tests

I) Knowledge learning

  1. Vocabulary

    1) Learning words on different levels

      Mastery level
boldface: 355

                    added:
12
continue

crowded

date

                                end


get to

journey

                                million 
New Year

New Year’s Eve


                    play n.

through

writer

                    Additional:
26

                    needed

3

                    total: 

396

      Understanding level  
73 – 12 + 3 = 64

      Not included in the Curriculum Standard 
18

air force

altitude

calculator

                                cassette

committee
dragon

                                founder

naughty

pudding

                                region

revise

spacecraft

                                subway

tunnel

unfriendly

                                unhappy

unpopular
 well-behaved

    2) Learning various meanings of words

    3) Learning various functions of words

  2. Grammar

    1) Emphasis of the comparison between present simple and present continuous

    2) Emphasis of the way to form a present participle

    3) Addition to the comparison between “be going to” and “will”
    4) Emphasis of the use of comparison of adjectives

    5) Addition to the use of comparison of adverbs

    6) Emphasis of the way to form comparatives and superlatives

    7) Emphasis of the way to form the past form of verbs

    8) Awareness of the adverbial clauses (when, because)

II) Skills training

1. Listening

1) Increasing rapidity of presentation

2) Emphasis of general analysis

3) Consolidation through reproduction

2. Speaking

1) Emphasis of meaningful communication

2) Active command of functional patterns

3) Frequent practice of essential topics

3. Reading

1) Proper use of the presented materials

2) Emphasis of accurate comprehension

3) Careful study about vocabulary and grammatical items

4. Writing

1) Cultivation of correct writing habits

2) Gradual practice to express oneself

3) Imitation of learned model

III) Strategy forming

1. Discussion of the learning notes

2. Practical use in the learning process

  3. Periodical summary for further development

IV) Culture accumulating

1. Comprehension of the cultural notes

2. Discussion of similar topics in real life

  3. Attempt to solve problems with the help of cultural knowledge

Part 2 Detailed explanation

Module 1

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 3 & 10 (Acting out can be done.)

  Key points: wait for, on a trip, have a good time, the others, take pictures, lying (lie + ing), in the sun, a lot

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 1 & 5 (Questions and answers can be done.)

  Key points: put on, at this moment, leave work, at home, get dressed, look at, see you soon

  Additional new words: supper, who

  Difficult sentence: Some are going to the opera or watching a ballet. (Some are going to see an opera or watch a ballet.)

  Cultural note: Geography knowledge must be recalled to help the students achieve better understanding of the text.

Unit 3

  Focus: present continuous (affirmative, negative & general questions)

  Drilling: Activity 2 (Acting out can be done.)

  Key points: on his cell phone, have a great time, see you later, good night

  Adjustment: A lot of practice must be done to master the way to form present participles.

Module 2

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 3 & 4

  Key points: get ready for, cook the meal, sweep the floor, at work

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 2 (Questions and answers can be done)

  Key points: sweep away, paint…red, mean, decorate with, everyone, for a few days, want to do something, finish, a kind of, and so, bring somebody something, all year round

  Adjustment: It’s better to change the order of the four paragraphs of the text into A—C—B—D according to the time sequence.

Unit 3

  Focus: questions and responses in present continuous

  Drilling: Activity 1 & 2

  Key points: comparison between present simple and present continuous

  Adjustment: More practice should be given for the students to master the concept of present simple and present continuous and adverbials of time should be emphasized.

Module 3

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 3 & 4 (Activity 4 can be practiced orally in pairs.)

  Key points: on Saturday morning, do one’s homework, stay in bed, revise for, what about, play something with somebody

  Difficult sentence: And you’re going to come, too! (Would you like to come?)

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 2 & 3 (Practice can be done in pairs.)

  Key points: walk up, look forward to, because, take the plane to, make friends, on the beach

  Additional new words: the Forbidden City
Difficult sentence: We’re looking forward to the Dragon Boat Festival. We’re going to watch it in Hong Kong. (We’re going to watch the dragon boat match in Hong Kong.)

  Learning to learn: Attention must be paid to some words which can be used as both nouns and verbs, such as cook, test, etc. More samples can be found.

Unit 3

  Focus: be going to (affirmative, negative and interrogative)

  Drilling: Activity 1

  Key points: go cycling / shopping / swimming

Module 4

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 5 & 6 (Acting out can be done.)

  Key points: no one, in the future, send something to somebody, by email, there will be, I think, I’m not sure, in / at school, with chalk

  Additional new word: sure

  Learning to learn: Frequent practice should be done to find the stress in a multi-syllable word, such as dictionary, calculator, computer, etc.

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 2 (Questions and answers can be done)

  Key points: weather & climate, so, the winter & winter, in spring / summer / autumn / winter, job & work, three days a week

  Additional new words: fly, the North Pole
  Learning to learn: How to deal with new words in a reading passage can be discussed, and different ideas are acceptable.

Unit 3

  Focus: Future simple (affirmative, negative and interrogative)

  Drilling: Activity 1 & 2

  Key points: send emails to somebody, dream school

  Adjustment: The use of “be going to” and “will” can be compared at the proper time and in the proper way, and summary can be done after thorough practice.

Module 5

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 3 & 4

  Key points: East / South China, 1.5 kilometers long, 552 meters high, bigger than

  Difficult sentences: Daming, can you answer some questions for my homework, please? (request)

                    What’s the population of Shanghai? (population: uncountable)

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 2 & 3

  Key points: in the east / west / north / south of, be famous for, on the River Thames, about 2,000 years old, on the coast, be like

  Additional new words: Britain

  Difficult sentence: London is the capital of the UK, with seven million people. (London is the capital of the UK and it has seven million people.)

Unit 3

  Focus: Comparative of adjectives with –er

  Drilling: Activity 1 & 2

  Adjustment: More practice must be done to master the way to change an adjective from positive into comparative.

Module 6

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 4 (Acting out can be done.)

  Key points: be good at, more popular than

  Adjustment: More events of sports can be discussed, and adjectives used to describe sports must be mastered.

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 1 & 2 (Activity 2 can be practiced orally in pairs.)

  Key points: leave for, the other students, it’s difficult to do something, at the back, need to do something, for somebody to do something, take around, carry, until

  Additional new words: carry, hear

  Difficult sentence: Zhang Xiuyun from Dongsi Neighbourhood Committee in Beijing is leaving for school. (future tense)

Unit 3

  Focus: Comparative of adjectives with more

  Drilling: Activity 1 & 2

  Key points: I like A and B. I don’t like A or B.

        Adjustment: More practice must be done to master the way to change an adjective from positive into comparative.

Module 7

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 4 & 8

  Key points: by bicycle / bus / subway / taxi, get to, farthest, the longest, it’s the best way to do something, the most dangerous, close to

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 2 & 3 (Questions and answers can be done.)

  Key points: the same, take + a period of time, from…to…, over 8,000 kilometers, 9 1/2 hours (nine and a half hours / nine hours and a half), other ferries, millions of

  Additional new words: minute, same

  Difficult sentences: The train is the fastest way to go, but it’s also the most expensive; with two passengers (as far as two passengers are concerned), it’s more expensive than a taxi.

  Culture note: Hong Kong is made up of islands.

Unit 3

  Focus: Superlative of adjectives and adverbs

  Drilling: Activity 2 & 3

  Adjustment: More practice must be done to master the way to change an adjective or an adverb from positive into superlative.

  Culture note: Knowledge of the Trans-Siberian Railway should be introduced.

Module 8

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 3 & 4 (Acting out can be done.)

  Key points: was / were born, friendly (n. + ly = adj.), well-behaved

  Adjustment: Concept of past simple must be made clear to the students first.

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 1

  Key points: lots of things to do, fish, last home, anyone famous

  Additional new word: anyone

  Difficult sentence: The last time I was there was in 2003. = The last time when I was there was in 2003. (I’m here in China.)

  Learning to learn: Different expressions in American English and British English should be demonstrated and summarized.

Unit 3

  Focus: Past simple be

  Drilling: Activity 1 & 2

  Adjustment: Adverbials of time in the past must be emphasized.

Module 9

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 4 & 9

  Key points: once upon a time, decide to do something, be lost, notice, knock on, be open, enter, maybe, with some nice food in them, pick up

  Additional new words: maybe, which

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 2 (Questions and answers can be done.)

  Key points: perhaps, be tired, try, be asleep, in pieces, at first, point at, out of, without, return to

  Additional new words: basket, jump, nothing, perhaps, piece

  Adjustment: Attention must be paid to the adverbs of sequence, such as first, next, then and finally.

Unit 3

  Focus: Past simple regular verbs (affirmative and negative)

  Drilling: Activity 1

    Adjustment: More Chinese and foreign fairy tales can be introduced to master the way to tell stories.

Module 10

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 5 (Acting out can be done.)

  Key points: …when you were a boy, games like chess

  Additional new words: child (children), man (men), month, radio, telephone, woman (women)

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 1 (Questions and answers can be done.)

  Key points: finish school, at the age of, move to, join, start doing something, see / watch plays, one of the most famous writers

  Culture note: More stories about Shakespeare are needed here.

Unit 3

  Focus: Past simple regular verbs (negative and interrogative)

  Drilling: Activity 1 & 2

  Key points: in colour, like something a lot

  Adjustment: It’s better to lead the students to recall their past life.

Module 11

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 2 & 4

  Key points: hero (heroes), think of, see a film, you mean, work on, something is difficult to do

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 2 (Questions and answers can be done.)

  Key points: China’s & Chinese, …ago, be called, 14 times, reach, last v., 38-year-old, the next day, the third, 11 years later, train v., on Earth, wave to

  Additional new words: after, earth, into, second

  Learning to learn: The way to write a newspaper article must be mastered.

Unit 3

  Focus: Past simple regular verbs (wh-questions and answers)

  Drilling: Activity 1 & 2

  Additional new word: yesterday

  Culture note: Some familiar heroes can be chosen for the students to talk about.

Module 12

Unit 1

  Drilling: Activity 3 & 4

  Key points: on holiday, be going to a place, how long did it take to do something, at the airport, spend

  Additional new word: the Pacific Ocean
  Difficult sentence: We got there at 9 o’clock in the morning on the same day! (That’s because we crossed the international dateline.)

  Learning to learn: A lot of practice must be done to master the past form of irregular verbs.

Unit 2

  Drilling: Activity 1 (Questions and answers can be done.)

  Key points: go for a walk, do some shopping, fly home, say hello to

  Additional new word: anything

  Culture note: Real emails can be demonstrated for the students to imitate.

Unit 3

  Focus: Past simple irregular verbs

  Drilling: Activity 1 & 2

  Additional new word: money

  Adjustment: The past form of verbs must be practiced well, and the adverbials of time should be summarized to confirm the concept of past simple.
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